
5=STRONGLY AGREE 4=MOSTLY AGREE 3=NEUTRAL/UNKNOWN  2 MOSTLY DISAGREE  1=STRONGLY DISAGREE 

 
Page 1 of 3 

 
UTILITIES , FACILITIES & SERVICES POLICY IDEAS 

Rev. 3/6/06 
 

Desired Future Condition: Sanitary sewer, water, irrigation, and drainage systems are 
designed, sized and located in appropriate areas to support future growth patterns as 
specified in the Master Plan.  Other government services and facilities are adequate to serve 
the needs of residents, businesses and visitors.    Energy sources shall be utilized in the most 
efficient way, while considering sensitivity and cost-effectiveness.  Facilities and services shall 
enhance Gunnison’s quality of life.  Gunnison shall remain a safe place to live, work, and 
play. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Place your score of 1 to 5 in third column 
1=STRONGLY DISAGREE  2 MOSTLY DISAGREE  3=NEUTRAL/UNKNOWN  4=MOSTLY AGREE  5=STRONGLY AGREE  

Policy Comments Degree of 
Support    

1. Extend sewer services within the 
three mile boundary that have been 
determined as “critical” for water 
quality preservation. 

This recommendation is included in 
the 1994 Master Plan (Vol. 2, p. 8).  
This policy is consistent with 
Objective B (p 29) of the Three Mile 
Plan. 

 

2. Continue to annually evaluate the 
Capital Improvements Plan, which 
provides for the acquisition and 
development of the City’s capital 
items, as well as the implementation 
of capital projects. 

From existing 1994 Plan.  Currently, 
the City updates a Five-Year Capital 
Improvement plan during its annual 
budget adoption. 

 

3. Determine if assessment districts or 
special improvement districts are 
beneficial and necessary, and evaluate 
if they implement the goals of the 
City. 

Reworded from existing 1994 Plan.  
People have historically voted NO to 
assessment districts.   

 

4. Explore the feasibility of extending 
the City’s irrigation ditch system and 
continue to require new developments 
to install irrigation systems where 
applicable.  
 

Suggested by public and steering 
committee.  For example, the 
industrial zone and the entrance 
corridors. 

 

5. Revise the Land Development 
Code to include xeriscape guidelines 
and screening requirements; and 
update the live-cover landscaping 
requirement in the industrial zone.  

Suggested by Building Official.  
Determine other options since the 
ditch system does not extend to the 
entire industrial area. 
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6. Determine funding mechanisms, 
and explore the possibility of 
connection fees or user fees for the 
ongoing operation, maintenance, and 
capital improvements of the irrigation 
ditch system. 

Existing funding is based on mineral 
leasing funds, and those funds are 
being re-allocated.  For the irrigation 
ditch system to continue, alternative 
funding mechanisms will need to be 
implemented beginning in 2007. 

 

7. Explore funding mechanisms that 
help developers defer infrastructure 
costs. 

Recommended by management staff. 
This will be cross referenced in the 
Economics Chapter, e.g., cash 
reserves or bonding. 

 

8. Update the existing utility 
reimbursement policy to be more user 
friendly. 

This is to encourage developers to 
understand the policy and perhaps 
utilize it to their advantage. 

 

9. Utilize federal and state tax 
incentives, grants and loan programs 
for the improvement/expansion of 
infrastructure and other municipal 
services. 

Recommended by management staff. 
This will be cross referenced in the 
Economics Chapter.  

 

10. Investigate the feasibility of 
installing public restrooms downtown. 

Suggested by the public.  

11. Establish a West Gunnison 
Neighborhood Plan (west of Highway 
50 and south of Tomichi Ave.) which 
will evaluate infrastructure needs of 
fully built out.  Determine ways to 
efficiently implement the plan, 
including the pursuit of funding 
sources. 

This item is underway.   

12. Create a feasibility study that will 
allow the City to utilize renewable 
energy sources.   

Will also be cross referenced the 
Economics Chapter.  Examples 
include wind power, work with Forest 
Service for biomass conversion to 
useable fuels, or evaluate a coal fired 
power plant (using coal with very low 
emissions).   

 

13a. Increase awareness of solar and 
other energy systems by builders and 
developers through the dissemination 
of informational brochures or 
workshops. 

From existing 1994 Plan, Energy 
Element. 

 

13b. Evaluate the conflict of vertical 
zoning and solar blocking.  
Implement solar setbacks, where 
necessary. 

Suggested by steering committee.  
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14. Continue to participate in training 
and information sharing with 
organizations such as Municipal 
Energy Agency of Nebraska, 
Colorado Association of Municipal 
Utilities and American Public Power 
Association. 

From existing 1994 Plan, Energy 
Element 

 

15. Revise the Land Development 
Code so that light pollution is 
minimized through the evaluation of 
light fixture requirements. 

Suggested by public.  This will also be 
discussed in the Natural Resources 
Chapter 

 

16. Continue to protect existing City 
water rights and explore opportunities 
to apply the City’s water rights for 
future beneficial use.   

This will also be included in the 
Natural Resources Chapter. 

 

17. Develop an active renewables plan 
for our municipal electric utility to: 1) 
provide for interconnection of small 
scale distributed production, 2) 
evaluate current pilot policy for net 
metering of wind, solar and biomass 
production, and 3) remain open to the 
possibility of mid-scale local 
production and distribution based on 
future developments in the economics 
and environmental impacts of such 
production. 

Suggested by steering committee 
member. 

 

18. Educate the public on the high 
cost of trash disposal; continue to 
investigate incentives to reduce these 
costs.   

Suggested by steering committee 
member. Examples include smart 
shopping education, tax on plastic 
bags, and a trash container program.  

 

19. Continue to upgrade water main 
distribution system to provide a 
looped system for adequate fire flows 
in all areas of the City. 

Suggested by Fire Marshall and in the 
1994 Plan. 

 

20. Continue to evaluate the storm 
drain system, and revise as necessary 
using innovative techniques. 

  

21. Collaborate with the County for 
future street and utility infrastructure 
development in accordance with the 
City’s Transportation Plan. 
 

This will be cross referenced in the 
Transportation chapter. 
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9. Explore the establishment of special 
tax districts in existing vacant and 
developed areas that would generate 
revenues for the improvement or 
expansion of infrastructure and other 
municipal services 

Recommended by management staff.  
This will be cross referenced in the 
Economics Chapter. 

 

109. Utilize federal and state tax incentives, grants and 
loan programs for the improvement/expansion of 
infrastructure and other municipal services. 

Recommended by management staff. This will be cross 
referenced in the Economics Chapter.  

 

 

 


